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overview___________________________
2007 may best be defined as the great pause in the direction and struc-
ture of SLEC.  As is well known, 2006 was filled with multi-faceted initia-
tives designed to restore the hurricane-affected regions of Louisiana.  
Billions of dollars in federal aid, administered largely through the Gov-
ernor’s Division of Administration, were staged to flow into the dam-
aged parishes. With the monies came revisions in funding formulas and 
new rules to determine how and to whom the monies would flow. Also 
changing were traditional funding sources, especially those from Loui-
siana Economic Development that shifted funding from a department 
item to regional marketing grants known as Tier 1 and Tier 2. Added 
to the mix were programs targeted towards addressing chronic worker 
shortages in key industry sectors and programs designed to reconsti-
tute the deeply damaged small business community.  While the out-
pouring of assistance was and is to be a great boon for the Bayou Re-
gion, the process of promulgating the rules and regulations that would 
govern these programs was drawn out throughout most of 2007 leading 
SLEC into a period of the great pause, otherwise defined as a period 
of forced waiting while the details of new programs were worked out. 

This is not to mean that SLEC was in any way idle or suspended from 
doing the important work of economic development for the region. On 
the contrary, for it was during 2007 that SLEC laid the groundwork for a 
new level in economic development in the Bayou Region, the details of 
which are highlighted in this report.

 

Major ProjeCts___________________________ 
2007 was a year where plans and programs developed in 2007 began 
to take substantial shape in the Bayou Region.  SLEC was tapped to 
serve as the programmatic intermediary in several new initiatives re-
lated to both the ongoing recovery efforts and to the application of Loui-
siana Economic Development programs in the Bayou Region.

Louisiana Economic DEvELopmEnt 
REgionaL gRants – tiER 1______________________________

Tier 1 refers to a new program of Louisiana Economic Development 
designed to enhance the ability of the eight regional economic devel-
opment regions to recruit industries into Louisiana.  Tier 1 programs 
are reserved to the regional economic development organizations and 
are designed to establish a foundation of tools and resources for the 
region.  
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The first round of Tier 1 programs were completed in 2007 and were 
designed to establish a strong base upon which to build long-term and 
sustainable recruitment efforts. SLEC took a long-term and compre-
hensive view of the process and utilized the first round of Tier 1 to cre-
ate a versatile, powerful and technologically-sophisticated system of 
recruitment tools as described below.

recruitment web Portal  - 
www.bayouregion.com________________________________________

The basis of SLEC’s Tier 1 activities was the development of a new 
web portal capable of delivering comprehensive information about the 
Bayou Region at will, on demand and in a form and format required by 
site selection professionals. The site was developed with specialized 
technology to allow for the receipt of requests for proposals and for 
the management of those proposals through the web portal. The portal 
is completely managed through SLEC utilizing a content-management 
system that allows for easy updating of information including current 
news and events. Site licenses were also made available to each of the 
four parish economic developers including Assumption, Lafourche, St. 
Mary and Terrebonne to allow for collaboration of information directly 
from each parish.

Comprehensive Business Database________________________________________

A comprehensive database of businesses within the Bayou Region was 
developed utilizing Dun and Bradstreet data.  The database is made 
available  to each of the parish economic developers and is updated 
on a quarterly basis.  The database is also utilized for SLEC’s new 
business retention program utilizing the Synchronist business retention 
software program.

Labor report________________________________________

SLEC co-sponsored a comprehensive labor study through Nicholls 
State University that provides a view of the labor market for the region. 
That report is augmented utilizing additional data through the Louisiana 
Department of Labor and the Louisiana Economic Outlook, an annual 
report prepared by Dr. Loren Scott.

sites and Buildings________________________________________

Finding suitable sites and buildings for relocation or expansion is a core 
requirement for site selectors. SLEC developed one of the most so-
phisticated sites and buildings database systems available utilizing GIS 



5

mapping technologies and extensive business related data. The site is 
staged to be populated with available buildings and sites and is avail-
able online at www.bayouregion.com.

Community Data_______________________________________

Easy access to key information about the Bayou Region communities 
including major employers, demographic profiles, education and other 
key indicators is organized and available at www.bayouregion.com. 
Each of the four Bayou Region communities is represented as well as 
a rollup of all communities in the regional community data profile. Com-
munity data is regularly maintained through site licenses provided to 
each parish.  SLEC also maintains data on a regional basis to alleviate 
the need for resource-strapped local economic developers to research 
and maintain data.

Quality of Life_______________________________________

Quality of life factors influence a businesses’ decision to relocate or ex-
pand. Quality of life aspects of the Bayou Region are highlighted at the 
bayouregion.com site to ensure that the nuances that are important to 
understanding the qualities of the bayou region are understood.

 
Major industry reports_______________________________________

The presence of major industry in a community is an indication of the 
viability of the community as well as a resource for finding suppliers 
and partners. Annual reports of major industries with a presence in the 
region are listed under the bayouregion.com website.
 
 infrastructure reports_______________________________________

Active  infrastructure  improvements are both a key indicator of a strong 
and   growing community and evidence of the ability to move goods in 
and  out   of an area.  The infrastructure  report consists  of an amalga-
mation of reports on key infrastructure projects including roads, bridges 
and flood control.

Louisiana Economic DEvELopmEnt 
matching gRants – REgionaL tiER 2______________________________  

Tier 2 matching grants are designed to assist communities in the de-
velopment of industrial marketing programs that might otherwise be out 
of reach without the 50% match provided by the state. South Louisiana 
Economic Council as the regional economic development organization 



6

participates both on behalf of the region as a whole and in support of 
local projects in the development of Tier 2 projects.  

At the regional level, SLEC utilized Tier 2 to support the build out of es-
sential recruiting tools as described below.

re-branding of sLeC to the Bayou region________________________________________

In deference to its role as a truly regional organization, SLEC has re-
defined its brand to reflect the Bayou Region as a whole in contrast to 
SLEC as an organization. The result was new branding that captures 
the essence of the region in a clear and direct format. The brand uti-
lizes green to represent to lush and fertile nature of our region and a 
single cypress tree to represent the unique landscape of our area. The 
term, Bayou Region,  typically is used synonymously with references to 
SLEC and is seen on letterhead, news releases and other official com-
munications. The SLEC identity is preserved through clear references 
that the services provided under the Bayou Region brand are powered 
by SLEC.

Community Profiles________________________________________

It is unfortunately a well-known fact that Louisiana ranks low in all too 
many national rankings. Media coverage following the 2005 storms 
seemed to exacerbate the already tainted – albeit mistaken – under-
standing of our region. In addition, most profiles approach describing 
the area at the parish level that, while important, overlooks the signifi-
cant differences and advantages between each community. Commu-
nity profiles take the approach of bringing readers through a virtual tour 
of each parish, taking the time to point out features of each community 
that would be attractive to a business considering relocation or expan-
sion. The profiles are available for reading online at bayouregion.com 
but also have been produced into a very interactive, visually compelling 
electronic format that allows visitors to learn about each community in 
significant detail. The electronic version can be viewed from the web-
site or distributed on electronic media such as flash drives or CDs.

tradeshow signage________________________________________

As industrial recruiting efforts expand in the Bayou Region, it is an-
ticipated that more recruiting trips will be planned. To support these 
activities, a professionally designed trade show booth branded with the 
Bayou Region imagery has been developed. Two sides of the booth are 
intentionally left blank to allow local economic developers to add indi-
vidual graphics appropriate to the venue or event. The booth is avail-
able for loan to any of the four parish economic developers.
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site selector Package_______________________________________

In industrial recruiting, where incentives and multiple site options are 
the norm, small details make a huge difference in whether a site selec-
tor remembers your community. With this in mind, the Bayou Region 
has developed a stock of pad-folios, business card holders, quality ink 
pens and electronic flash drives that combined, make up a professional 
site selector package for use in sending out responses to requests for   
proposals. Each item was carefully selected for its high usability to im-
prove likelihood that the site selector will keep the Bayou Region asso-
ciation physically present to improve awareness of the region. 

webex_______________________________________

WebEx is a state of the art web meeting environment that facilitates 
meetings online. The strength of WebEx is its ability to present and 
share virtually anything that can be seen or manipulated on a com-
puter.  

Video files, maps, websites, databases, spreadsheets, and webcam im-
ages can all be viewed simultaneously by up to fifteen persons plus the 
moderator. SLEC has five licenses of fifteen each to allow each parish 
to conduct online meetings at will and without limit. By the incorporation 
of WebEx into the recruiting process, elements of time and space are 
virtually eliminated. 

Louisiana Economic DEvELopmEnt 
matching gRants – LocaL REgionaL 
tiER 2 pRojEcts______________________________

SLEC assumed a lead role in assisting in four local Tier 2 ini-
tiatives, authoring the grant applications and assisting as fiscal 
agent in the administration of each grant.

assumption Parish Community web Portal_______________________________________

Assumption Parish anchors the Bayou Region to the north and pro-
vides the closest access in the region to the Mississippi River industrial      
corridor. Assumption also holds some of the largest tracts of develop-
able lands and holds some of the highest elevations in the region. As-
sumption utilized Tier 2 to assist in the development of a comprehensive 
community web portal similar in design and function to the bayouregion.
com site. By utilizing the same tools and technologies, the Assumption 
site can be coordinated with the Bayou Region site to manage leads 
and community data. In addition, property site selection guides and a 
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community assessment of marketable sites were developed.

City of thibodaux 
economic Development web Portal________________________________________

The City of Thibodaux is recognized for its progressiveness and wel-
coming approach towards business. The city’s department of grants 
and economic development required an efficient means of providing in-
formation on available incentives and resources for business. The Tier 
2 project will augment the city’s already information-rich website with 
data and resources tied back to those provided by SLEC. The connec-
tion allows the city to share the provision of data with SLEC to allow the 
city’s economic developer to focus directly on growing new business.

 
Port Fourchon economic impact study___________________________________________

Port Fourchon is located at the mouth of Bayou Lafourche on the Gulf 
of Mexico and is responsible for the majority of offshore oil and gas 
service work in the Gulf. The economic impact of the port is substan-
tial but has never been authoritatively documented. The validation is 
necessary in the port’s efforts to continue to attract major industrial 
expansion. A report by noted Louisiana economist, Loren Scott, is be-
ing conducted to gauge the total economic impact of Port Fourchon 
including its contributions to the tax base as well as the multiplier affect 
of its payroll, purchases and operations on the local, state and national 
economy. The study is due to be completed by March 2008.

Port of Morgan City 
economic Development Promotion________________________________________

The Port of Morgan City is located near the convergence of the Atch-
afalaya River and the Intracoastal Waterway. This plus its proximity to 
U.S. Interstate 49 make it viable for significant expansion and growth. 
The port also has direct access to rail with a spur terminating at the wa-
ter’s edge. The port’s Tier 2 program is designed to promote the port for 
additional use, especially for containerized cargo. The port is working 
in conjunction with the University of New Orleans in developing a best 
use scenario for the port’s facilities.

REcovERy WoRkfoRcE tRaining pRogRam 
(RWtp)_______________________________

The RWTP is a $1.5 million grant designed to address the need for 
additional skilled labor  in 5 key industry sectors – Advanced Manu-
facturing, Oil and Gas, Transportation, Construction and the Cultural 
industry. SLEC is the named intermediary – or central coordinator – of 
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1 grant covering marine and trucking transportation. In addition to serv-
ing as intermediary, SLEC has defined roles in outreach and recruiting, 
hiring placement and retention – critical roles in addressing the worker 
shortages. A new jobs portal and new marketing plan to encourage 
participation in trucking and maritime are planned. 

tEchnicaL assistancE to smaLL BusinEss______________________________

The Technical Assistance to Small Business Grant is designed to pro-
vide services to hurricane affected small businesses through intensive 
and protracted services. SLEC as lead applicant, is collaborating with 
five other economic development groups including; SSA Consultants 
as technical advisors, Southwest Louisiana Economic Alliance from the 
Lake Charles area,  the Louisiana Business and Technology Center at 
LSU, the St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce, and the City of 
New Orleans Office of Planning and Development.

The proposal seeks to reconstitute the Business Counseling Center 
network to leverage the strengths of each center into a network of cen-
ters to assist small businesses.  

The total grant award is $1,200,000 administered in a first segment 
through August 2008, then renewable for an additional twelve months 
there after. 

tRaDE mission fRom thE kazakhstan 
amBassaDoR to thE u.s. in coopERation 
With congREssman chaRLiE mELancon _______________________________________

SLEC, in cooperation with U.S. Congressman from the 3rd Congres-
sional District, Charlie Melancon, have continued their work to estab-
lish strong trade relations with the Republic of Kazakhstan, an oil-rich 
nation bordering the Caspian Sea. Kazakhstan Ambassador Erlan Id-
rissov’s trade mission to the Bayou Region in November continued to 
solidify the strength of the partnership as Kazakhstan seeks to tap lo-
cal company’s expertise in exploration and production and as our local 
companies seek safe and profitable new international markets.

sPeCiaL ProjeCts___________________________
Manning Passing academy_______________________________________  

For nearly twelve years now, the Manning family, Archie, Cooper, Pey-
ton and Eli, along with marquis players from around the NFL, have 
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played host to hundreds of student athletes from around the nation in 
their week-long passing academy. For the past two years, the Man-
nings have chosen Nicholls State University as the home for the presti-
gious event and for each of those two years, SLEC Executive Director, 
Vic Lafont, has been asked by the Mannings to head up the hospitality 
committee for campers, their families, camp coaches and others. The 
2007 camp was one of the most successful ever with more than 1,200 
athletes in attendance. The Mannings count their time at Nicholls to be 
some of their very best camps due in large part to the genuine welcome 
and hospitality shown to them by Nicholls, SLEC and the community.
 

sLeC Business incubator________________________________________

A building for a new SLEC small business incubator has been identified. 
The building is located on LA 1 just north or Nicholls State University 
and South of Canal Boulevard. The building sits on the bayou side and 
provides approximately 2300 square feet of space. A grant application 
to the Louisiana Incubator Association has been submitted to assist in 
some renovations and equipping of the building. First tenants are ex-
pected to occupy the building in early January 2008.

affordable Housing initiative________________________________________

Blended into the skilled workforce shortage issues is the related issue 
of a lack of affordable housing. SLEC has engaged in an initiative to 
develop 500 new homes utilizing a pre-engineered process. The proj-
ect is headed by the Marchand Group and involves a cross-section of 
public and private concerns. Discussions are underway to utilize indoor 
fabrication facilities in St. Martinville and establish a community of the 
new homes in Lafourche Parish. If successful, the new homes would be 
available at a market price of between $125,000 to $150,000.

CoLLaBorations________________________________________  

SLEC continued to forge strong relationships at a number of levels to 
draw important resources into the region while ensuring that Bayou Re-
gion interests are represented at the state and national levels.

Louisiana economic Development________________________________________

Louisiana Economic Development (LED) is the state agency charged 
with improving the economic landscape of Louisiana. LED collaborates 
with eight regional economic development organizations (EDO) to im-
plement policies and programs on a local level. SLEC is one of those 
eight EDOs and has a long-standing relationship as an ally and partner 



11

with LED. SLEC served as intermediary for LED’s newest programs, 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 funding as well as the Technical Assistance Network. 
LED’s participates fully with SLEC in its programs and is a valuable and 
essential part of SLEC’s service offerings.

entergy_______________________________________  

Entergy is a long-time partner in economic development and a sup-
porter of SLEC. Entergy’s shared focus on economic development has 
made it an invaluable partner within the Bayou Region. SLEC is directly 
involved with Entergy as an annual participant in Entergy’s Team City 
program and is a local partner in the revision of the site and buildings 
database used by Entergy in its economic development initiatives.

at&t_______________________________________

AT&T, the former BellSouth, is a long-time partner with SLEC, providing 
needed support and partnership opportunities.  

nicholls state University_______________________________________   

Nicholls State University remains a key partner in the work of SLEC. 
The neutrality and central location of the university make it an ideal 
location for the many collaborative projects undertaken by SLEC.  Uni-
versity facilities are excellent for the community workshops and semi-
nars held by SLEC and university staff make certain that guests feel 
welcome. SLEC and Nicholls continue to engage in collaborative proj-
ects that have included;

Support for student athletic trainers• 
Community profiles writing project for Business writing class• 
Promotional support for the Entre’ Lab student business incubator• 
Participation in Nicholls Jubilee Festival of the Arts and Humanities  • 

Business and technology Center at LsU 

(LBtC) _______________________________________

SLEC reached across its geographic borders to draw the resources of 
the Business and Technology Center at LSU into the Bayou Region. 
SLEC and the LBTC collaborated to establish the Bayou Region’s first 
annual Capital Access Forum, an inaugural event designed to connect 
business with sources of financing, as well as the deployment of LBTC’s 
mobile classroom in Assumption Parish to conduct two nights of busi-
ness startup seminars.
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regional economic Development 

Marketing team________________________________________

SLEC has always created an environment for bringing together each of 
the four parishes in a collaborative way. With the emergence of Tier 1 
and Tier 2 projects, new opportunities to collaborate on a regular basis 
have emerged through the formation of a regional economic develop-
ment marketing team. The team consists of SLEC, the economic devel-
opers from each of the four Bayou Region parishes, Entergy Communi-
ty Development and Edmonson Associates, professional site selection 
consultants. The team meets at a regularly appointed time to review 
new industrial leads, plan strategies for the region and strengthen the 
network among the parishes. The team has been in force since July of 
2007 and will continue their work throughout 2008 and beyond.

Louisiana’s eight regional economic 

Development organizations________________________________________

SLEC has been at the forefront of bringing together the eight regional 
economic development organizations from around the state. These are 
peer organizations with similar missions and focus as SLEC and are 
recognized by Louisiana Economic Development as the lead service 
delivery mechanism for LED programs on a local basis. The organiza-
tions worked collaboratively at the request of Governor-elect Jindal’s 
transition team to review his new economic development platform. The 
group produced a white paper submitted to the committee appointed to 
address business recruitment and retention. The group also provided 
expert testimony to the committee to help guide the formation of eco-
nomic policy under the new administration. Participating are; Acadiana 
Economic Development, Central Louisiana Economic Partnership, 
Greater Baton Rouge Economic Partnership, Greater New Orleans 
Inc., Northeast Louisiana Economic Alliance, Northwest Louisiana Eco-
nomic Foundation, Southwest Louisiana Economic Development Part-
nership and the South Louisiana Economic Council. 

Louisiana workforce Commission________________________________________

The Louisiana Workforce Commission is an extension of the Division of 
Administration and has been tasked with the responsibility of disbursing 
Housing and Urban Development funds allocated for the restoration of 
the workforce following the 2005 storms. SLEC is named an interme-
diary in a program designed to recruit, train and place persons in the 
maritime, marine diesel and CDL truck driving professions. SLEC has 
also worked closely with allies around the state in formulating programs 
to assist in creating long-term solutions to the chronic workforce short-
ages plaguing Bayou Region industries.
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small Business Development Center_______________________________________  

SLEC and the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) paved the 
way for a new relationship as SLEC became the first non-university 
co-location of an SBDC. SLEC has long shared clients, programs and 
outreach with the SBDC. This collaboration formalizes that relationship 
to bring these two business centric organizations into an even closer 
working relationship.

Procurement technical 
assistance Center (PtaC)_______________________________________  

The Procurement Technical Assistance Center focuses on assisting 
Louisiana businesses to gain government contracts. PTAC is located at 
SLEC and services a seven-parish area.  Assistance is provided one-
on-one with companies and through regularly-scheduled workshops 
and seminars. 

Manufacturing extension 
Partnership of Louisiana  (MePoL)_______________________________________

MEPoL provides direct assistance to Louisiana manufacturers through 
programs that assist in streamlining the manufacturing process.  Assis-
tance comes through the development of lean manufacturing improve-
ments, market development assistance and manufacturing consulta-
tions. MEPoL works through SLEC to reach our area’s manufacturing 
companies.

i-49 Coalition_______________________________________

The I-49 Coalition is an advocacy group working to convert U.S. 90 to 
a designated interstate roadway. An interstate designation will establish 
a third east-west interstate in Louisiana to serve the southern-most re-
gions of the state.  SLEC is a contributing sponsor of the efforts of the 
I-49 Coalition.

La 1 Coalition_______________________________________

The LA 1 Coalition focuses on the development of a reliable transporta-
tion route to South Lafourche and its critical oil and gas facilities at Port 
Fourchon and the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).   The organiza-
tion is housed and administratively supported by SLEC. The LA 1 Co-
alition has been very successful in obtaining funds for the construction 
of an elevated roadway beginning at Leeville and terminating at Port 
Fourchon. Construction is currently underway. 
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restore or retreat________________________________________

Restore or Retreat works in support of restoration efforts to the Louisi-
ana coastline. The group provides expert testimony to legislators and 
provides a common voice for coastal issues for the region. Restore or 
Retreat is housed and administratively supported at SLEC.

events____________________________

Bayou region Business Bootcamp________________________________________

The Business Boot Camp worked to educate pre-venture and early 
stage businesses about the overall hard work and dedication required 
to be successful in starting and running a business. The first bootcamp 
was presented September 29th and featured local experts who have 
personally conquered the challenges of starting and growing a suc-
cessful business. The program was designed for entrepreneurs, small 
businesses, Chamber members, students, faculty, and staff and was 
developed through the Technical Assistance Network, a Louisiana Eco-
nomic Development-sponsored program designed to help small busi-
nesses in our area fully recover from the affects of the storms. SLEC is 
the regional administrator of the Technical Assistance Network.

entrepreneurship Day at 

the Legislature________________________________________  

For the second consecutive year, SLEC took a lead role in the for-
mation of a statewide gathering of Louisiana entrepreneurs in Baton 
Rouge. Sponsored by Louisiana Economic Development, the event 
brings emerging companies and service providers to Baton Rouge dur-
ing the general session to meet with legislators to remind them of the 
importance of entrepreneurs to Louisiana’s economy

Dr. Loren  scott’s 

annual economic outlook________________________________________ 

SLEC, along with Coastal Commerce Bank, co-sponsored this much 
anticipated report that details the likely direction of the Bayou Region’s 
economy and this year predicted sustained and increased activity par-
ticularly in the oil and gas related sectors. 
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sLeC Core serviCes___________________________
While 2007 necessitated a shift in focus to special projects, the regular 
task of service to business continued on at a steady pace.  Listed here 
are the core services provided through the year.

Louisiana economic Development 

small and emerging Business_______________________________________  

Louisiana Economic Development operates a highly effective program 
that directly underwrites the cost of activities such as marketing, ac-
counting or specialized training needed by small business. Since the 
inception of the program, SLEC has been the regional outlet for that 
program in the Bayou Region. Nearly 100 businesses were assisted in 
2007 through direct support or through tuition stipends to the entrepre-
neur training series. 

entrepreneurial training series _______________________________________

For the fourth consecutive year, SLEC has sponsored ten-week ses-
sions of entrepreneurial training for new and early-stage businesses. In 
two and one-half hour evening sessions over ten weeks, new compa-
nies are exposed to critical aspects of starting and growing a business. 
With the latest session, completed in November of 2007, more than 
one hundred fifty companies have completed the training. This year’s 
training included a special session conducted with the United Houma 
Indians to assist native American entrepreneurs to start and grow their 
businesses. 

international trade – 

Kazakhstan trade Mission_______________________________________  

U.S. Congressman for the 3rd Congressional District, Charlie Melancon 
and the South Louisiana Economic Council (SLEC) hosted a visit from 
the Republic of Kazakhstan’s, Ambassador to the United States, Erlan 
Idrissov on Tuesday, November 27 in Thibodaux. The meeting brought 
together officials from the Republic of Kazakhstan with Louisiana com-
panies interested in developing economic ties with Kazakhstan. The 
meeting is part of an ongoing initiative of Congressman Melancon and 
SLEC to diversify Louisiana’s economy through the creation of new 
international opportunities for Louisiana businesses.  Future plans in-
clude the development of an SLEC business incubator in Kazakhstan 
and new business partnerships between companies in both countries. 
Currently Superior Services is establishing an operation in the region 
through connections made during this process.



16

 Business relocation ________________________________________

SLEC routinely assisted businesses in examining relocation sites in 
Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary and Assumption. Working with par-
ish economic developers and business leaders, SLEC has been instru-
mental in having the Bayou Region considered as a preferred site for 
several business relocation decisions.

evoLUtion in serviCes ____________________________
Throughout 2007, SLEC continued to evolve in order to remain respon-
sive to the needs of business in how its services are delivered. Directed 
in part by changes in funding formulas from fee for services arrange-
ments to project directed funding, SLEC evolved its service methods 
to ensure the most effective outcomes of new project-based initiatives. 
This has meant a shift from a 100% internal staffing model to a hybrid of 
internal staff and topic-specific, typically contracted expertise. The shift 
effectively matches resources with the time-limited outcomes of the up 
and coming grants and initiatives. Currently consulting support within 
SLEC includes; W.L. Gaiennie Company, Communications and Emerg-
ing Businesses, Clarence Williams, Workforce Development, Jim Ed-
munson, Industrial Recruitment, and Pye Theriot, International Trade.

MeDia ____________________________
SLEC’s commitment to providing reliable source of economic informa-
tion was greatly assisted by the support of local and national media.  
SLEC served as a regular source of information to reporters on eco-
nomic issue stories run throughout the year in the Houma Courier, Daily 
Comet, Lafourche Gazette and Daily Reveiw. Vic Lafont was a regular 
guest on HTV-10, and  KLRZ- radio “Talk on the Bayou”. SLEC staff 
also joined Congressman Charlie Melancon in community segments 
on WBZE – Radio. SLEC was also featured in a profile of Louisiana by 
Southern Business and Development Magazine, a leading publication 
tracking major business development in seventeen southern states. 

A sampling of SLEC’s media exposure includes
HTV 10• 
KLRZ serving lower Lafourche Parish• 
WB 38 , television Morgan City• 
Houma Courier and Daily Comet• 
SLEC is a regular contributor to the Entergy Economic Develop-• 
ment Newsletter
SLEC was featured in Southern Business Development Magazine• 
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2008 oUtLooK___________________________   
The foundational work to rebuild the hurricane-affected regions, the 
election of an innovative new governor and a strong economic outlook, 
position 2008 to be a year of growth and opportunity. SLEC enters the 
year with a strong foundation of economic development tools and re-
sources that will allow the Bayou Region to compete strongly for new 
business, while offering new levels of support for existing business.  
2008 should also be a year of forging even stronger ties to Baton Rouge 
as SLEC and its peer organizations are looked to for insight into policies 
for economic development for Louisiana. The year is also expected to 
bring new coalitions among the eight regional economic development 
organizations and a renewed strength of the region as local economic 
developers work collaboratively on new prospects and leads.


